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Varroa mite life cycle

(1) Reproductive Phase & (2) Phoretic Phase

¾ Female mite enters a cell with larva about 12 hours prior to cell 

capping and hides beneath the larval food.

¾ Once the larval food is consumed by the larva the mite gets out 

and starts feeding on the larva.

¾ Lays first egg about 2.5 to 3 days after cell capping and 

subsequently one egg every 30 hours.

¾ Male and first female are ready to mate a week from hatching.
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